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Assignment 1

p. 7-34

I. Active Vocabulary:

Misgiving (n)



upstart (n)

Coherent (adj)



be on the point of

Take pains to



withhold

Hearsay



exhilarate

Resent (v)



unobtrusive

Bygone (adj)



at a venture

Impose (v)



zealous

Make amends



stately (adj)

Obsess (v)



nip (v,n)

II. Explain the contextual meaning of the following lexical units relying on an English-English dictionary:

be for the moments news; put smb in touch with; pay a round of visits; lie one's heard off; cut smth of a figure;

III. Make up your own situations with the active vocabulary.

IV. Translate the passage from the book, p. 12-13.

V. Paraphrase the following expressions and translate them:

1) …who was through and through English (p.9);

2) …to make himself agreeable to ageing women (p. 11); 

3) He was a great diner-out (p. 15);

4) …she would give him a second thought (p. 16);

5) Elliott was none too pleased (p. 18);

6) …anyone could feel any sentiment about it (p. 19);

7) with telling gestures (p.20);

8) It had a homely, lived-in air (p. 21);

9) He shepherded me around the rooms (p.26);

10) He gives us class (p.28);

11) He's dawdled around long enough (p.31);

12) Isabel turned him down flat (p. 33).

VI. Confirm or disprove the statements:

1. "I have never begun a novel with more misgiving

2. I do not pretend that the conversation I have recorded can be regarded as verbatim reports.

3. When he first settled in Paris … he was disposed to sell a picture of first-rate quality. (Elliott).

4. He was always prepared to make himself useful. (Elliott).

5. …he know every shop of the kind in Paris and was on familiar terms with the proprietor. (Elliott).

6. He (Elliott) was no upstart.

7. The three of them began to discuss how they would treat the room.

8. "I'm like a lost soul in this great city" (Larry).

9. "You know I never had much authority over Larry", Mr. Maturin said.

VII. Describe the appearance of

Elliott Templeton; Mrs Bradley (Louisa); Isabel; Larry; Gray Maturin

VIII. Speak on the relations between 

a) Elliott and his friends;

b)  Larry and hid familiars.
Assignment 2

p. 34-57

I. Active Vocabulary:

Intent (adj)



sow one's wild oats 

Glorify (v)



sell-assurance (n)

Scrutinize (v)



conceited (adj)

Concern (n)



anguish (n)

Loaf (v)



in the innermost

Think the world of smb

of one's heart 

Concession (n)


heard (related) at second hand

Impudent (adj)



tickle smb to death instill (v)

II. Recount the situations in which the  active vocabulary is used.

III. Translate the passage from the book (p. 41).

IV. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1) …that boy did our course in two under par on Sunday (p.39).

2) "He's trying to make me out a tyrant (p. 40).

3) "He's a queer mixture (p. 40).

4) …he was firmly of opinion that for the run of mankind industry was essential (p.41).

5) …he has no confidence in the authenticity of the vision that he dimly perceives in his mind's eye (p. 54).

6) …he was a natural-born flyer (p. 56).

V. Confirm or disprove the following statements. Quote the text to confirm or disprove them:

1) The narrator was surprised to see Larry in the library.

2) Larry didn't want to study at any college.

3) Mr. Maturin was greatly fond of his son.

4) Larry accepted Henry Maturin's offer.

5) Larry wanted to return to Paris (to France).

6) It was impossible to be moved by Henry.

VI. Questions for discussion:

1) Why did Larry go to the library? What did he want to find in the books? How does it characterize him?

2) What was Larry's idea of life at that moment? Why did he want to loaf?
3) What was Henry Maturin's attitude to his clients and his son?
4) What was Larry's decision and what was the attitude of his friends to his decision?
5) What did Isabel speak about with the narrator and why?
6) Why did Isabel take Larry to Marvin? What did she want to know and speak about?
7) What did the narrator learn about Larry's taking part in the war in France?
How did this episode influence Larry and how does it characterize him?

VII. Give a short summary of the events (p. 7-57).

Assignment 3

p. 57-79
I. Active Vocabulary:

Launch (v)




exultation (n)

Exasperation (n)



be smb's cup of tea

Stupefaction (n)



report (n)

Supercilious (adj)



unabashed (adj)

Self-possession (n)



guileless (adj) 

Complacency (n)



disconcerted (adj) 

Give (turn, show) the cold
take offence at smb,

shoulder
in jest (adj.)

Amiable (adj)




give a gasp

irreproachable




go (n)

insatiable (adj.)



highbrow (adj.)

II. Recount the situations in which the active vocabulary is used.

III. Translate (p. 64-65).

IV. Comment on the following:

1) I had a kind of sneaking sympathy for the boy… I was prepared to launch him (p.57).

2) Then I strolled in the garden. Nothing had changed (p.59).

3) He was so uncommunicative that… (p. 60).

4) Mrs. Bradley's intention was to ask Larry to accompany them… (p. 64).

5) But Elliott's plan failed (p.65).

6) But things don't get any easier by putting them off (p.68).

7) I'm on the threshold (p.71).

8) I want to live, Larry (p.75).

9) It would be the betrayal of my soul (p.77).

V. Quote some sentences from the book characterizing Larry, Isabel, Elliott.

VI. Questions for discussion:

1) What was Larry's reply to Elliott's letters and what was the reason of it?

2) What preparations did Elliott make before Louisa and Isabel's arrival? How did he meet them? What did he pay attention to and how? How does it characterize  him?

3) Why did Mrs. Bradley come to Europe? Whom did Mrs. Bradley and Isabel see at the station?

4) What surprised Elliott when he saw Larry at the lunch party? What was Elliott's attitude to Larry and how did he try to show it? What was his plan? 

5) Why did Madam de Florimond reject his plan? Was she right saying that Elliott had the morals of a bawdy-house keeper?

Prove it if she is.

6) What did Mrs. Bradley and Isabel speak in the morning? What had she in mind?

7) Where did Larry take Isabel? What was she surprised at?

8) How does the following statement characterize: "People have been asking those questions for thousands of years. If they could be answered, surely they'd have been answered  by now?"

9) What was Isabel's notion of life? Do you agree with and approve of it?

10) What do you think of Larry's way of life and his understanding of life? What was he trying to find? Was he right? Was it possible to do it? 

11) Do you agree that the life of spirit is exciting and rich? 

12) Do you approve of Isabel's breaking up the engagement with Larry?

VII. Make up a plan and give a short summary of the events 

(p. 57-79).

Assignment 4

p. 79-99

I. Active Vocabulary:
Dart (v)



dazzle (v)

Shrill (adj)



vivacity (n)

Dismay (n)



inspiration (n)

Exuberant (adj)


urge (n)

Purse one's mouth


incredulous (adj)

Make heard or tail


incompatibility of temper 

Cut up (v)



make both ends meet 

Carefree (adj)



ruth (n) 

Put a bold front on


turn smb round one's 

Not to turn a hair


little finger

Unrequited love


yield (v)



talk one's head off

II. Make up your own situations with  the active vocabulary.

III. Translate (p. 80-81).

IV. Say what is implied by the following statements.

1) "I think you're well out of it Isabel" said Elliott. "I was prepared to make the best of it…(p.82).

2) Mrs. Bradley was puzzled by Isabel (p.85).

3) Mrs. Bradley had high principles and common sense (p.89).

4) "When Larry isn't there I'm all right; it's when I'm with him that I feel so weak" (p.92).

5) "…I'm cast for the hard mercenary, practical part" (p.93).

6)  "You're like two friends who want to take their holiday together, but one of them wants to climb Greenland's icy mountains while the other wants to fish off India's coral strand (p. 93).

V. Say how the following utterances  characterize the speaker. Say whose utterances these are:

1) Mrs. Bradley was a woman who kept herself to herself.

2) "That'll put my luncheon table out for tomorrow. How on earth am I going to get another man at this short notice?"

3) "Marriage is a serious matter on which rest the security of the family and the stability of the state". Do you agree with it?

4) "And yet at the bottom of my heart I've got an uneasy feeling that if I were better, if I were more disinterested, more selfish, nobler, I'd marry Larry and lead his life.

VI. Questions for discussion:

1) Who was at the party arranged by Elliott?

Describe them. What was Mrs. Bradley's attitude to them? And Isabel's? What was the conversation about?

2) How did Elliott react to Isabel's breaking off her engagement with Larry? How did Mrs. Bradley take it?

3) What did Elliott propose to Mrs. Bradley and why? What was her reaction and that of Isabel?

4) What were Elliott and Mrs. Bradley surprised at?

5)  Did Isabel behave like that to conceal her feelings did she fall out of love with Larry? What do you think?

6) Why did Isabel want to speak with the narrator?

7) Why did Isabel continue to see Larry? What was her plan? Did she understand Larry? Why did she give in? How does it characterize her?

8) What did you learn about Isabel's attitude to Larry and his character?

Assignment 5

p. 99-119
I. Active Vocabulary:

Eminent (adj)



keep one's eyes skinned

Come to terms with smb

down-and-out (adj)

Endure (v)



shed (shed) (v)

Trim (v)



conscience-stricken (adj)

Stake (n)



sullen (adj)

Do smth for consideration

scold (v)

scrap (n)



patch (v)

Fight shy of smb


flutter (v)

Run of bad luck


heave a sigh of relief

off-and-on (adj)

II. Explain the contextual meaning of the following lexical units:

eat one's cake and have it; bore smb stiff; back-breaking; put smb wise to (of) smth; go on a bat ; take a fancy for (to) smth;

III. Paraphrase or explain:

1) …and work without a break till autumn was well advanced (p.95).

2) You don't know what you're in for (p.103).

3) I lost a beer and a second beer (p.103).

4) …I wouldn't have put it past him to empty my pockets while I was out (p.110).

5) … and he had a way with him with women.

6) …I used to have to shake the life out of him to get him up in time to go to work (p. 117).

IV. Confirm or disprove the following statements:

1) Kosti was a man of education.

2) Kosti was cunning as a fox.

3) The work in the mine was back-breaking.

4) Larry couldn't make head or tail of Kosti.

5) People were cautious and seemed not to like Americans.

V. Describe the appearance of

a) Kosti; b) Frau Becker; c) Ellie

VI. Give a character sketch of Kosti, Frau Becker, Ellie.

VII. Speak about the attitude of Kosti to Larry; Frau Becker to Ellie.

How does it characterize them?

VIII. Retell p. 79-99 in the part of:

a) Larry; b) Kosti; c) Frau Becker; d) Ellie; e) Madam Leclere.

IX. Translate p.111-112.

Assignment 6

p. 118-139
I. Active Vocabulary:

Spare no expense (v)

be on pins and needles 

Lavish (adj)


venture 

Illustrious (adj)

self-will 

Countenance (n)

fetch 

Submit (v)


pay heavy duty 

Affront (v)


bid (v) 

Lend an ear (v)

poverty-stricken (adj) 

Offhand (adj)


take thought for smb 

Loathe (v)


godsend (n) 

Confound (v)


go all to pieces 

Rough-and-ready (adj.)
have a care in the world

II. Translate p. 126-127.

III. Paraphrase or explain the following expressions:

1) … so it behaved him to make the irksome journey to Chicago to give his niece away (p.118).

2) Elliott had taken pains to get on good terms with local authorities… (p. 127).

3) On October the 23d, 1929 the New York market broke (p.128).

4) …he continued to provide choice food and choice wines (p.130).

IV. Comment on the following:

1)"The world is too much with me", he (Elliott) said (p.125).

2) …when the dust had settled I found myself little the poorer in cash (p.129).

3) I think, because the hot weather gave him the opportunity to indulge in a gaiety of dress… (p. 130).

4)…and the rake-off on the pretty penny he had made by selling out in the nick of the time which like an agent's commission he was paying to a higher power (p.133).

5) Yet even at that Isabel was left very ill provided for (p.135).

6) …where I can meet people who speak my own language (p.136).

7) …which I'm assured is very select (p.137).

8) …and she wore it with the careless confidence of a woman to whom it is second nature to wear expensive clothes (p.138).

9) I asked myself if she thought she'd answered my question (p.140).

V. Questions and topics for discussion:

1) Was Elliott pleased with Isabel's marriage?

Prove it quoting some facts from the book.

2) Describe the house decorated by Gregory Brabazon where the married couple lived.

3) What events took place after the marriage of Isabel?

4) Describe Henry Maturin.

5) How did things change? Do you agree with Elliott's world that "That death duties and the war profiteers have ruined English society?" Did he regret it?

6) What affront did Elliott suffer?

7) Speak about Paul Barton. Why was Elliott angry with him but still invited him to his parties?

8) Why did Elliott move to Riviera? Why was it the most splendid period of Elliott's life? With whom how and why was he on good terms?

9)  What happened when the New York market broke? What was the reaction to it of Henry Maturin, Gray and Isabel? How does the fact that Herry Maturin didn't let his clients take a loss characterize him?

10) How did Elliott extricate himself? How did he live in the years of this disaster?

11) Why was Elliott conferred a title upon him? 

12) Prove that Elliott was plunged in a grief after his sister's death. How does it characterize him?

13) Was the blow of being ruined crushing for Gray? How did it influence him?

14) What did Elliott offer Isabel and Gray? Was it generous of him?

15) What was the narrator struck by?

16) Do you think Isabel regretted that she had married Gray?

Assignment 7

p. 143-162
I. Active Vocabulary:
Self-contained (adj)


lamentable (adj)

Birds of a feather flock

wilful (adj)

Good-for-nothing


dressed up to the nines

Be scared out of one's wits

agony (n)

Oddity (n)



quiver (v)

Implausible (adj)


of its own accord


Serenity (n) 



interminable (adj)


At length (adj)





II. Make up your own situations with the active vocabulary:

III. Translate p. 143-145.

IV. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1) I felt at peace with myself, …but not lethargical (p. 145).

2) He looked a bum and to the best of my belief… (p. 145).

3) I wasn't prepared to let him get away with the bluff… (p. 145).

4) …as if you could do with a square meal… (p. 146).

5) …they went down in value. (p. 146).

6) …but  was always prepared at a moment's notice (p. 150).

7) …like drops of water in a basin from a defective tap (p. 160).

V. Comment on the following:

1) It was a transformation (p. 151).

2) I felt that there was something within him… (p. 151).

3) "A miracle like that is worth no more than the penny it would have cost to go on the ferryboat" (p. 154).

VI. Questions and topics for discussion:

1) What groups existed in Paris and London? Where used the narrator to spend his time? 

2) What changes took place in Paris? 

3) Why didn't the narrator recognize Larry? Describe his appearance.

4) What helped the narrator recognize Larry? What did they speak about? 

5) Where did Elliot spend most of his time? Why? Describe his appearance (at the age of 70). What did he resent? 

6) How did Gray and Isabel take the news?

7) What were the relations between Isabel and Gray, Gray and his children?

8) How did they meet Larry? What kind of transformation was in Larry? What did the narrator notice in Larry?

9) How did Larry behave at the dinner party and what did they speak about?

10) What prevented their arrangement to have dinner next day? How did Larry help Gray? Comment on it.

11) What did Isabel think about Larry?

Assignment 8

p. 162-188
I. Active Vocabulary:

For good (and all) (adj.)

come-down (n)

Put on an act



esteem (n)

Stand-offish (adj.)


poke one's nose into 

Wait on/down (v)


other people affairs

Swallow bitter mortification

talk nineteen to dozen

Have no penny to bless oneself
reticence (n)

Apple-pie order


do smth with (at, in) abandon Fly into passion


creep (v) 

Heart-rending (adj.)


repent (v)






candid (adj.)

II. State the contextual meaning of the following lexical units:

Take one's hair down; leave one's papers in confusion; have no truck with dealers; time hangs heavily on one's hands; have a narrow escape; get into the habit (of doing smth).

III. Discuss the episodes from the novel where the active vocabulary is employed.

IV. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1) …he thought if Larry could be got hold of he could take it away in a few minutes (p. 162).

2) Because Gray isn't articulate you think there's nothing to him (p. 164).

3) She was never affronted by the naked truth (p.165).

4) But you are not wrapped up in them as Gray is (p. 165).

5) The never you're got (p. 168).

6) He was a non-representative artist (. 173).

7) She left it to my intelligence to infer her meaning (p. 180).

8) … she could hardly live on her pension with prices the way they were… (p. 183).

V. Comment on the following:

1) But it's a pain that's heaven (p. 164).

2) … Because American women expect to find in their husbands a perfection that English women only hope to find in their butlers (p. 164).

3) A mother only does her children harm if she makes them the only concern of her life (p. 165). – Do you agree?

4) Gray couldn't say what it meant to him, but it meant the world (p. 166).

5) I'm never really happy unless I fell the cement of sidewalk under my feet and there are large plate-glass windows all along the street with hats to look at and fur coats and diamond, bracelets and gold-mounted dressing-cases (p. 166).

6) You do pick up the most extraordinary bits of information (p. 168).

7) I dare say he was in love with you after a fashion (p. 169).

8) I was with a sculptor for six months, but I don't know why, it said nothing to me (p. 173).

VI.  Prove that:

1) Larry was kind, friendly, generous, ready to help everybody.

2) Something set Larry apart.

3) Isabel was fond of Gray.

4) Gray loved Isabel.

5) Isabel was a good mother.

6) Suzanne was a woman of discretion, she was sympathetic and understanding.

7) Larry loved children: it was difficult to understand him.

VII. Questions and topics for discussion:

1) Why did Larry conceal his address?

2) What did Isabel and the narrator speak about?

3) Why did Isabel marry Gray? Did she love him?

4) Do you agree with Isabel's words that the pangs of love become quite tolerable with 3000 miles of ocean between them (Isabel and Larry)?

5) Whom did the children love more? Why? 

6) How did Gray take his ruin? Where did he spend most of the time? Why?

7) Would Isabel divorce Gray? Why? What would have happened if Isabel had married Larry?

8) Why did the narrator call Isabel "a possessive women"? Was he right?

9) Why did Isabel meet that kept woman?

10) Do you agree with the narrator's words about love (p. 169)? What did he say about passion and love?

11) Describe the appearance of Suzanne. Speak about her life.

12) How did the narrator get acquainted with Mr. Archille?

13) Why did Suzanne take to painting and how did she paint?

14) How did Suzanne come into contact with Larry? What did she say about him? 

Assignment 9

p. 188-212

I. Active vocabulary:
Unbridled (adj.)


futile (adj.)

Prickings of conscience

impart (v)

Dissipated (adj.)


make the best of a bad job

Tousle (adj.)



give smb his due 

Outrageous (adj.)


misgiving (n)

Vicious (adj.)



high-minded (adj.)

In-low (n)



if pots and pans

Walk-up



(if ifs, and ands 

Inscrutable (face) (adj.)

were pots and pans)

Headlong

II. Recount the situations in which the active vocabulary is used:

III. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1) …his company was sufficient conversation (p. 189).

2) She seemed to find the sight of us vastly amusing (p.192).

3) …his tight-fitting coat was closely buttoned to give him a waist (p. 194).

4) …there's no denying it the sober are at a disadvantage with him (p. 195).

5) …but a retired actress had built herself a sumptuous residence in his immediate neighbourhood and kept open house (p. 202).

6) …I grew a little tired of his stories of the great (p. 207).

7) I diverted myself idly with the idea… (p. 210).

8) I fixed an hour, made a civil remark (p. 212).

IV. Comment on the following:

1) Gray then came as near to making a humourous remark as I ever heard him (p. 197).

2) When that motor accident broke her defence it set her free to be herself (p. 198).

3) So easy is it to make a woman see reason if you only tell her the truth (p. 208).

V. Prove that:

1) Isabel's love was scarcely passionate.

2) Elliott was generous.

3) Society for Elliott was the breath of his nostrils.

VI. How does the following characterize the persons?

1)… his (Gray's) doglike devotion to Larry was touching.

2) I'll stick at nothing to prevent him from marrying that slut.

VII. Questions for discussion:

1) How did Gray change? Why? 

2) What scene surprised the narrator?

3) Where did Isabel want to make a tour?

4) Who visited those tough joints?

5) Whom did the party meet there? Describe Sophie's appearance.

6) What had happened to Sophie before they met there? What was the attitude of people to her?

7) Was Isabel right saying that Sophie liked to wallow in the gutter? How does it characterize Isabel?

8) Do you agree that Sophie was now what at heart she always was?

9) What did Larry say about Sophie? How does it characterize him?

10) What was Elliott engaged in? Why did he choose the narrator to carry out his will?

11) Why was Isabell frantic? Do you approve of her and her reaction?

12) Why did Isabell want to speak with the narrator about Larry's decision to marry Sophie? How did the narrator explain to Isabell Larry's decision to marry Sophie?

Assignment 10

p. 212-233

I. Active Vocabulary:
elaborate (adj.)

audacious (adj.)

have a long (hard) roe

be hanged for a sheep

to hoe



as (for) lamb (proverb)

rack one's brain

make up for the lost

disposition (n)


time

aggravated (adj.)

good riddance to bad

not to turn a hair

rubbish

get a word (v)


surmount (v)

deplorable (adj.)

the life and soul of

put a brave (bold)

the party

face on smth


oversight (n)

run errands (v)


have an ear (v)

by hook or by crook (adj.)
keep in with (v)

take aback (v)

II. Make up your own situations with the active vocabulary:

III. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1) The spirit had gone out of her (p. 214).

2) I'm hoping to land something before long (p. 214).

3) You should have seen those Polish princes putting it away (p. 215).

4) …for the most part we chugged along with the motor auxiliary (p. 219).

5) …when I was alone I'd shriek the place down (p. 221).

6) I felt like a million dollars (p. 222).

7) …his doctor took a grave view of his condition (p. 225).

8) There were to be fireworks and she was bringing down a coloured orchestra (p. 228).

9) I'm not a man that people overlook (p. 228).

10) He had been somewhat in the public eye of late (p. 228).

IV. Comment on the following:

1) Darling, when it came to the point I couldn't see myself Mary Magdolen to his Jesus Christ (p. 220).

2) I will say this for Isabel, what she doesn't know about clothes isn't worth knowing (p. 221).

3) Elliott played his part of the polished courtier with his accustomed assurance (p. 226).

4) …for I knew as well as Elliott that this young man did nothing for (p. 229).

5) …she waited to see how the land lay (p. 230).

V. Prove that:

1) Isabel was on her best behaviour.

2)  Elliott was the life and soul of the party.

3) The narrator was a true and real friend.

VI. Answer the following questions and speak on the following points:

1) How did Sophie change? What shocked the narrator? Compare Isabel and Sophie.

2) How did Sophie feel and Isabel behave at the party? Did the party go too badly or not? Why?

3) Why didn't the wedding go off?

4) Where and whom did the narrator meet? Why didn't Sophie marry Larry? What did she tell the narrator? Was the bottle left there deliberately?

5) Describe Sophie's boy friend.

6) What happened to Elliott? Why was he so listless? Who helped him and how?

7) Speak about Princess Novemali. How did she make herself interesting?

8) How did Elliott's friends (the great) treat him when he had fallen ill? Was it honest? What do you think? How does it characterize them? 

VII. Translate p. 212-213.

Assignment 11

p. 233-257

I. Active Vocabulary:
Second-best (adj.)


hair-raising (adj.)

Give rein to imagination

feel like a fish

As luck would have it!

Out of water 

Indulgent (adj.)


yield (v)

Entrust (v)



vexed (adj.)

Passing (adj.)



reticence (n)

Set one's heart (v)


daring (adj.)

Insatiable (adj.)


heart strings (n)

Alliance (n)



at the stake

Do one's best according to one's lights

II. Recount the situations in which the active vocabulary is used:

III. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1)…the envelope would be opened by Miss Keith and she would have the sense to suppress it (p. 263).

2) "Our poor friend is very low " (p. 238).

3) I think I may have dropped off into a light sleep, but my senses were still aware (p. 240).

4) He had for some time been in communication with his friends. But the best opening that presented itself was contingent on his putting in a considerable amount of capital (p. 243).

5) I'm a pretty good walker, but he could out-walk me any day (p. 249).

6) …and you practically took your life in your hands each time you went up (p.251).

IV. Comment on the following:

1) His defects were of the surface (p. 238).

2) Whenever I've got water-logged spiritually, whenever I've absorbed all I can for the time, I've found it useful to do smth of that sort (p. 248).

3) But it takes two to make a marriage just as it take two to make a quarrel (p. 249).

4) I'm not sure that society wasn't more responsible for their crimes than they were (p.256).

V. Prove that: (Quote the text to confirm it).

1) The narrator liked Elliott.

2) Larry was a reserved person.

3) Larry was able to cure people and mesmerize.

4) Larry was unhappy after he and Isabel had broken off the engagement.

VI. Questions and topics for discussion:

1) Why was the doctor summoned?

2) Describe the bishop.

3) How did the bishop treat Elliott?

4) How did the narrator take Elliott's death? Do you agree with the narrator's words that Elliott's life was silly, useless and trivial?

5) Was it a passing whim of Elliott to be buried in the fancy-dress of his ancestor the Count de Lauria? Why?

6) What did Isabel inherit after Elliott's death?

7) Where and how did the narrator meet Larry?

8) How did Larry learn to cure people? How did he appear in India?

9) What did Larry do in Bonn?

10) Describe a Benedictine monk.

11) What did Larry tell about his childhood and youth to the monk?

12) By what was Larry deeply impressed during the war?

13) Where did the monk invite Larry and why?

14) What was the daily routine in the monastery?

15) Where did Larry get after having read all those books?

16) What did Larry say about God?

VII. Translate p. 244.
Assignment 12

p. 257-272

VIII. Active Vocabulary:
Nodding acquaintance


merits and demerits (n)

Have the run of smth


resignation (n)

Benevolence (n)


diffident (adj.)

Small fry (n)



insight (n)

Devoid (adj.)



craving (n)

(get) gain a footing (v)

geniality (n)

recurrence (n)



irk (v)

II. Recount the situations in which the active vocabulary is used:

III. Paraphrase the following expressions:

State whose words these are:

1) I'm afraid I was rather shot with him.

2) After that I went to the Ramakrishna Mission and routed out the Swami…

3) …and I was staggered when I found out that in a year…

4) The boy was farmed out in a village a few miles from…

IV. Comment on the following:

1) I wondered if art could point out the way to me that religion hadn't (p. 257).

2) I felt that Larry was in the mood to talk and I knew that I was in the mood to listen (p. 265).

3) "The East has more to teach the West than the West conceives" (p. 261).

4) You know how sometimes you try to recall a name: it's on the tip of the tongue, but you just can't get it; that was the feeling I had then (p. 262).

5) "No, but at least it makes it worthy of consideration (p. 264).

6) …but I do not think I have ever found myself in a stranger situation than when I sat…(p. 271).

V. Answer the following questions and speak on the points:

1) Where did Larry go? Why? Whom did he run across in Spain?

2) Speak about Auguste Cottet's girlfriend.

3) Describe the people who were in the restaurant.

4) Where did Larry travel?

5) Do you agree with the words that "A God that can be understood is no God?" Who told these words?

6) What and why was Larry so impressed by? Why did he laugh out?

7) What did Larry learn?

8) What did you learn about an Indian-Minister of Finance? What surprised and shocked Larry? 

9) What did Larry speak about God, eternity, Absolute, etc? What was the narrator's reaction?

VI. Translate p. 258-259.

VII. Make up a plan and give a short summary of the events on p. 257-272.

Assignment 13

p. 272-297

I. Active Vocabulary: 

Selfless (adj.)



recess (n)

Be quick at smth


quest (n)

Restraint (n)



forbearance (n)

Suspence (n)



wisecrack (n)

Rapture (n)



as dull as ditch water

Defy (v)



thoroughfare (n)

Anticipate (v)



take smth amiss (v)

Whimsical (adj.)


know one's own mind

Candour (n)



eat one's heart (v)

II. Make up your own situations using the active vocabulary:

III. State the contextual  meaning of the following expressions:

tall order; to get into one's stride; come get down to brasstacks; to do smth with dispatch; to stand the racket;

IV. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1) I found a young man at the entrance of the compound (p. 272).

2) I'd brought with me the basket of fruit which is the customary gift to offer (p. 272).

3) …but the stars were pale in the sky… and the day was at hand (p. 275).

4) I have no descriptive talent (p. 275).

5) Silence fell upon us as we pursued our separate reflections. (p. 279).

6) …the common run may never attain it … (p. 281).

7) Will you think very carefully before you disposses yourself of your small fortune? (p. 284).

8) …the senior of the two… - fished a notebook out of his pocket (p. 287).

9) … of independent means, I added to make it sound more respectable (p. 290).

10) I might have been a long-lost brother (p. 293).

V. Comment on the following:

1) As we spoke he saw what was implied in my question and gave a light laugh (p. 274).

2) I dared not think that  this was illumination (p. 276).

3) The to be said for it is that when you've come to the conclusion that something is inevitable all you can do is to make the best of it (p. 280).

4) Money is nothing to us; it's merely the symbol of success (p. 281).

5) It's many years since I was in America and I must barn it afresh (p. 283).

6) You haven't been and gone and done it really? (p. 295).

7) You're free, white and twenty-one (p. 295).

VI. Questions and topics for discussion:

1) Who was Larry looking for in India? Why? What was he surprised at? 

2) Speak about Larry's meeting with Shri Ganesha.

3) Where did Larry live and what was he engaged in? 

4) What did Shri Ganesha teach his disciples? Do you think you ought to be weaned from the same traits of character if any? 

5) What features of character of Shri Ganesha was Larry impressed by? With whom else did Larry make acquaintance?

6) Why did Larry go to the forest high in the mountains? Do you think that celebrating one's birthday in the mountains is eccentric to some extent? What did Larry feel watching the sunrise? 

7) What conclusion did Larry come to?

8) Is it possible to solve the problem of evil?

9) Do you agree with the statement that "They (the Indians) think that we with our countless inventions, with our factories and machines and all they produce, have sought happiness in material things, but that happiness rests not in them but in spiritual things. And they think the way we have chosen leads to destruction?"

10) Do you agree with the words that "…one man can have any effect on such restless, busy, lawless, intensely individualistic people as the people of America?"

11) Do you agree or disagree that Larry's life was useless and trivial as Elliott's?

12) What does Larry speak about freedom and money? Did he implement his plan? Was it wise? 

13) Why did the police wish to see the narrator? How did he explain to the police the lines written on the book he had presented Sophie with?

14) Who was the first to identify Sophie? What did the woman tell about her?

15) Why was Larry brought to the police station? What did the inspector tell about Larry?

16) How did Larry interpret Sophie's death? 

17) What did the narrator think about Larry and Isabel's engagement and their love?

VII. Translate p. 277-278.

Assignment 14

p. 297-314

I. Active Vocabulary:

Presume (v)


hard boiled (adj.)

Fishy (adj.) (col.)

affluent (n)

Afflict (v)


complaisant (adj.)

Wrongdoing (n)

prick up one's ears (v)

Hit the hay


dawn upon (v)

Outfit (n)


supercilious (adj.)

Keep one's eyes

highbrow (adj.)

Peeled






II. Recount the situations in which the active vocabulary is used:

III. State the contextual meaning of the following lexical units:

Stick out a mile; jump at smth; shop-worn; it rained to beat the band; hand smb a lemon; give smb once-over; fly-by-night; 

IV. Paraphrase the following expressions:

1)…which the gods of Olympus would undoubtedly have abandoned their home-brewed nectar (p. 298).

2) Then with the ghost of a chuckle… (p. 299).

3) I know she'd give her soul for a drink (p. 302).

4)…in case she fancied a glass (p. 302).

5) We cut this lousy party and us three go and have a slap-up dinner at… (p. 305).

6)…but I'm giving a one-man show at M's… (p. 308).

7) An artist whom he takes up is well on the way to fortune (p. 308).

8) …I cannot step into his shoes… (p. 313).

V. Comment on the following:

1)…with perhaps just a little touch of Mexican here and there to give it a note (p. 298).

2) You see, I was right; you cut her throat as surely as if you'd drawn the knife across it with your own hands (p. 302).

3) His America will be as remote from your America as the Gobi desert (p. 303).

4) One could tell that he had frequented the best authors as assiduously as Elliott Templeton frequented the nobility and gentry (p. 304)…

5)…that they should acquire the accomplishments that must make them desirable in the eyes of eligible young men (p. 307).

6)…but marriage still remains the most satisfactory profession a woman can adopt.

7) Life would be even harder for us poor women than it is if it were not for the unbelievable vanity of men (p. 310).

8) I saw that she was already a long way on the road to being a professional painter (p. 312).

VI. Answer the following questions:

1) Why did the narrator want to see Isabel alone?

2) What were Isabel's plans?

3) Was the narrator right saying that Isabel had killed Sophie? How did Isabel take the narrator's words? How did Isabel explain her behaviour? Why did she do this thing? Do you approve or disapprove of her behaviour? How foes it characterize her?

4) Why was Isabel sure that she had lost Larry? How did she feel?

5) What was Larry's book about? What was he interested in?

6) Why did Isabel want the narrator to think well of her? What was the narrator's attitude to her? Did he approve or disapprove of her?

7) How did Gray change? Where did Isabel and Gray settle?

8) Why did Susanne want to expose her pictures? What does the author say about his characters?

9) How will Larry live in America? What do you think?

VII. Translate p. 313-314.

Assignment 15

Discussion of the novel

I. Revise the active vocabulary of Assignment 1-14.

II. Use the active vocabulary when discussing the items:

1) The main problems of the novel.

2) The nature of the main conflict of the novel. Group the personages according to the sides taken by them in the conflict.

3) Elliott Templeton:

a) his profession, social background;

b) his principal values;

c) Elliott's behaviour at the crucial moments and its cause;

d) The meaning of Elliott's character.

4) Larry:

a) his profession, social background; 

b) his principal values; his scope of vision and activities;

c) the essence of the relations; Larry-Isabel; Larry-Elliott; Larry-his friends and familiars;

d) the meaning of Larry's character.

5) Isabel:

a) her social background and ambitions; 

b) Isabel's opinion of the people around ;

c) Her behaviour at the crucial moment;

d) Her scope of vision and activities;

e) Isabel's triumph and the meaning of her character.

6) Gray Maturin:

a) his profession, social background and ambitions;

b) his principal values;

c) Gray's behaviour at the crucial moment and its cause.

7) Sophie:

a) her social background;

b) her principal values;

c) Sophie's relations with her friends, familiars and relatives;

d) Sophie's behaviour at the crucial moment.

e) Specify the cause of Sophie's defeat.

8) The narrator's point of view on the main problems of the novel and his role in it.
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